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Happy New Year! We hope you had a wonderful, 
gentle time during this Holiday Season. And if your 
plans didn’t work out as you had hoped, know you 
are loved and never alone.  

As the new year begins, we are encouraged by 
tradition to take stock of our lives noting what we 
might want to change: the proverbial “Resolution.” 
Have you made your New Year’s Resolution? Is it 
a new one or a repeater that you hope will be 
different this time??  

My 1/1/23 message was about time and the events 
in our lives that pass by, sometimes unnoticed and 
underappreciated. We considered how we might 
enhance the time we have by better enjoying those 
passing events. 

Consider being present, being in the moment. 
Recognizing the passage of time as it happens to 
us. Realizing every day, every minute is a gift from 
God! 

The 12/31 edition of the “Morning” newsletter from 
The New York Times collected readers’ advice 
based on their experiences in 2022 and published 
their favorites.  One of them was inspired by an 
app I have called “Ten Percent Happier:” 

From the Ten Percent Happier podcast: “Stop and 
recognize happy moments when you’re in the 
middle of them. Literally stop and say out loud, 
‘This is a happy time.’  It’s a way to ground yourself 
in the joyful parts of life. We do this with moments 
of trauma and crisis all the time. Maybe we can flip 
the script.” 

This is a GREAT resolution idea to start the New 
Year: recognize the happy times and shout out 
about them! Shout out about the gifts we receive 
everyday, and remember to say “Thank you!” 

Happy shouting out!!! 

Steve 

“No one has ever seen God; but if we love each other, God 
lives in us!" 1 John 4:12 

Pastor’s 
Corner

In 2021 our Annual Meeting was held in the 

digital world of Zoom. In 2022 during our 

"Interim" phase, we did not have a formal 

Annual Meeting.  How great it is to be 

mostly back to "normal"! 

Join us for the 2023 Annual Meeting to be 

held on January 29 in the Sanctuary after 

worship, to be followed by our ever popular 

(and delicious) Coffee/Fellowship Hour. 

For all of us shut-ins, I want to say “thank 

you” for the lovely tray of cookies and 

candies we received from our church friends.  

We are so lucky to have such a caring church 

family and we miss all of you. 

    Love, 

    Mable Converse 

mailto:fpreshp@gmail.com


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Advent Gathering 2022 

The Annual Advent Gathering was held on December 14.  About 20 church family and friends 

shared a wonderful evening of fun, laughter, singing, great food, and the traditional nativity story 

told with candles.  How great it was to have Kerkira Stockton with us!  Mark your calendar to join 

us next year for this special Christmas event. 

Pageant Sunday - Dec 18, 2022 

Pageant Sunday has been a tradition in our church for about 15 years.  The idea took seed in the days 

of a large Sunday school.   A group of "seamstresses" brought their sewing machines to the American 

Legion and had a costume-making party.  Those costumes are the same ones we use today!  Carol 

Beasley is responsible for the beautiful backdrop that truly sets the scene. When the number of 

children became too small to put on the Pageant alone, we had to come up with a new plan.  Thanks 

to "Google" we found "The No-Rehearsal Christmas Pageant".  We combined that script with our 

previous pageant and came up with the interactive pageant that we have done for the last few years.  A 

special thank you to Nina Lemieux for being our narrator.  She was born to be a storyteller!! 
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